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PEOPLE

Those in the UK police air support industry with links to police operations in the north west
may remember Trevor Barton a Chief Inspector of police at a time when police air support in
Lancashire and Greater Manchester were getting started.

Back in 1996 he was noted for a presentation on the intricacies of police command levels -
Gold Silver and Bronze — Greater Manchester Police had been doing helicopter down link-
ing for a few years even then. It was though too early for tiny hand-held screens but they did
have TVs in Range Rovers being fed with live video from the helicopter.

Now Mr Trevor Halliwell Barton, he was made an MBE, recognising not his police air sup-
port skills but voluntary service to sport in Wigan. Now aged 65, he has been involved as a
volunteer in the sporting life of Wigan and Leigh for 28 years. His key achievements include
campaigning for Leigh Sports Village to be created. fwww]

CONFERENCE

The first edition of the PAvCon Police Aviation Conference drew to a close on Friday 18
September after four days of related events.

Speakers and delegates drawn from around the world came together from September 15 at
the Menzies Prince Regent Hotel east of London for a compact two day conference pro-
gramme addressing a range of airborne emergency services issues. This programme drew
together experts on operations and technology ranging from the difficulties of undertaking
high rise rescue in a real world environment and predicting the future technology needs of
operators. Along the way some pretty thorny subjects were aired including addressing the
hopes and fears relating to volunteer air operations and unmanned technology. It was a mix
of the challenging, the informative and the light hearted and delegates took a great deal
from the event — absentees took away nothing. In some instances hopes of understanding
and cooperation were returned to the back burner and continue to represent ‘Work in pro-
gress’ that will have to be addressed one day by those that missed the event. In some
guarters a great deal of interest — bordering on excitement — was generated at this event,
but there is still a long way to go.

There was good level of International police support for the conference but this was not re-
flected by a similar degree of support from local police — this in spite of the extremely low
costs associated with attending.

Initial analysis of completed assessment forms suggests that the location and programme
content pushed all the right buttons for an audience of almost industry experts, operators
and consultants. The out of hours networking related to the event extended well beyond the
daily 8 hour programme and provided an opportunity for the delegates and sponsors of the
event to further extend their knowledge of the industry.
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POLICE AVIATION CONFERENCE

Menzies Prince Regent Hotel
Woodford Bridge, Essax UK


http://www.pavcon.org
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The fourth day of PAvCon saw a dozen of
the delegates accepting the invitation of
the Metropolitan Police to the Lippitts Hill
police air support facility for a hands on
briefing of their air operations. During the
conference Sergeant Richard Brandon the
Training Sergeant at Lippitts Hill] had pro-
vided an accomplished overview of the
likely air support operations for past
events and future major events [2012
Olympics] to complement similar papers
from France and the United States.
PAvCon is currently planning future
events both inside and outside the UK
with other agencies.
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Strajght after the PAvCon event one attendes, Tony Lowan
who has a commercial piloting background in the FAF
[Falklands War, Nimrad] palice pilating and a period as a
police Unit Executive Officer set off to the United States on a
Winston Lhurchill Memorial Trust Iravelling Fellowship fact
finding tour. His aim is to research and understand how the
US undertakes its airborne policing and rescue services.
Lurrently Iony is the President of the UK Sky Watch Livil Air
Patral [SWEAP] and one of his tasks is to improve the ac-
ceptance of SWEAF in the UK in the face of intransigence
amang police farces and some elements of the LAA.

In the first few days of his month long quest he met up with
many of the prime mavers of US airborne law enforcement
and their USAF based Livil Air Patrol in and around Washing-
tan 0L

He met up with Michael [1'Shea at his office in central Wash-
ington. Michael a former police officer now works for the
US Department of Justice and is in charge of the pro-
gramme that ims to introduce affordable aviation to those
law enforcement agencies without any air support. You can
reqularly see the result of fis efforts recorded in the pages
af PAN. In the LISA there are some 19000 law enfarcement
agencies and sa far only some 00 have aviation units.
Michael’s job is to help those units that don't have an air-
craft and cant afford @ multi-million  dollar fhelicop-
ter. Those units that have recently tried out powered para-
chutes [see this issue] and very light aircraft have invaria-
bly been helped along their way by Michaels office. From
lony's perspective he can see a direct correlation between
the aircraft now being promoted to US police and the ser-
vice provided by SWEAP. Some of the aircraft being put into
Service include the ltalian Sky Arrow, the Savannsh and the
Rans SE - the very class of aircraft operated by SWEAF and
available to support such as the police in North Vorkshire.

As part of his tour with the O Tony was able to fly in the
Tecnam Faglet, one of the types on offer. and meet up with
Laptain Paul Hurley Jnr the Chief Deputy Sheriff of the Dor-
chester Lounty Sheriff's Department. This police depart-
ment has 57 officers and now gperates a IPL Savamnah Vi
as part of the Department of Justice aviation programime -
the direct operating costs of this type are just §400 per fly-
ing hour and the role equipment limited to a Nikon digital
camera but all things start somewhere and there was plenty
of that around before the UK got high and mighty in its twin
helicopters—and they were as thankful for it s the officers
in Dorchester Lounty are today. Fven a small Z seat aircraft
can searching for missing persons and spotting the cultiva-
tion of illegal crops efficiently.

Tony Lowan'’s tour is scheduled to last a month and will take
in meetings with the ALEA and others that were set up dur-
ing the PAvLon event in September. www.wemt. org.uk
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3-7 October 2009 The 116™ Annual International Association of Chiefs of Police [IACP] Conference and Exposi-
tion Denver, Colorado, USA. Contact Erin Vermilye at Vermilye@theiacp.org.

20-22 October 2009 NBAA. NBAA 62nd Annual Meeting & Convention (NBAA2009) — Orlando, FL

26-28 October 2009 Association of Air Medical Services [AAMS] Annual Conference and Exposition. San Jose,
California. The annual AMTC provides up-to-date information on the latest techniques and innovative ap-
proaches to air medical practice from community experts while giving attendees lots of opportunities to earn
continuing education credits. Top-notch keynoters and expanded educational offerings (including mechanics
technical briefings, special information exchanges, new clinical sessions, scientific abstracts and poster ses-

sions).www.aams.org

28-29 October 2009 Secure 2009 The Guoman Tower, London, UK www.shephard.co.uk

11 November 2009 The Airborne Law Enforcement Association (ALEA) are hosting a Central Region Safety
Seminar in Galveston, Texas Link: http://www.alea.org/public/seminars/central/index.aspx

17-20 November 2009 Milipol 2009 Paris Expo, Porte de Versailles, Hall 1. www.milipol.com Over the past 25
years Milipol has promoted the importance of the different aspects of internal State security. Right from its first
edition, Milipol has made news by putting the spotlight on innovation. In addition, in response to requests from
security professionals, Milipol is organising a conference on Monday 16 November which will cover key subjects
and issues of internal State security. The conference will also be an opportunity to meet leaders and experts
from the sector.
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17 and 18 November 2009, Radizson SAS Portman Hotel, London, UK



http://www.thedefencealliance.com/cts

